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This plan, approved by Louis XV, was realized in
the Luxembourg Galleries. Access to the treasures
of the royal collection was given moreover to all
who asked.

Louis XV's character reveals a sweetness, kind-
ness, benevolence and patience that has no lack
of examples. He gave his support to reforms
likely to improve the conditions of the poorer
classes, he encouraged liberal measures and pro-
tected artists with intelligence and discernment.
He was never seen impatient or out of temper, and
never was harsh to servants; no-one was easier
to work for, and no-one more generous when the
occasion arose. Knowing that d'Argenson had
spent considerable sums as war minister and gone
beyond the limit of his means, the king paid the
four hundred thousand pounds that greedy cre-
ditors were demanding from him, and granted
him a lodging in the Louvre.

For the upkeep of the royal houses at court
twenty-five millions a year -were needed, and the
king's attentions were kept occupied by the huge
expenses of new building operations, re-decorations,
and the bounties bestowed on his household.

So in 1749 he had to set a curb to his love for
building; the war budget claimed fifty millions,
the marine twenty millions in addition to the
aforementioned budgets; and there -was always the
fear of new and grave European conflicts.

It was  from   his   grandfather   that   Louis  XV